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PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS


Have a think about ‘what’ might cross the road….
Where?
When?
Remember it is not just pedestrians AND they don’t always follow the rules and can cross pretty much anywhere!

Pedestrian Crossings:

· Types - Uncontrolled and Signal Controlled.
· Learn the main rules and considerations for dealing with pedestrian crossings. Rule 191 Highway Code.
· Focus is on types of crossings - Zebra Crossings and Pelican Crossings (the main signal controlled crossing).
· Look out for any warning signs for crossings ahead. 
· Anticipate pedestrian crossings being present near shops and schools and in built up areas.
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Zebra Crossing
Identifiable by the flashing yellow beacons and the black and white markings. You MUST stop for any pedestrians who step out to cross, so need to approach slowly enough to stop smoothly where pedestrians are waiting at the crossing or are so close that they could reach the crossing before you. Pedestrians on the crossing have priority.
NB: A Zebra with a central island – makes it 2 crossings.
Do's
· Check mirrors on approach and as you draw near
· Check to the sides for pedestrians at the crossings or approaching
· Keep speed down until you see both sides are clear
· In poor weather conditions, allow more time to stop
· At night be extra careful as pedestrians are hard to spot even when they are on the crossing
Don'ts
· Don’t invite pedestrians to cross as other traffic may not stop for them
· Don’t not harass pedestrians by revving your engine/edging forward
· Don’t overtake/park in the areas marked with zig zag lines
· Don’t block crossings in a traffic queue
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Signal Controlled Crossing - Pelican Crossing
Main type is the Pelican Crossing. When pedestrians press the button the lights will change in a set cycle.
Flashing Amber stage – Q) when does it show 
                                       A) after RED 
                                       What does it mean? (Often catches learners out on test!!!)
Central Island - still just ONE crossing!
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Other types: Light sequence is exactly the same as a traffic light.
Puffin Crossings have electronic devices which automatically detect pedestrians who are on the crossing - these reduce delays in traffic flow.
Toucan Crossings are shared by pedestrians and cyclists. There is often an advanced stop line to allow cyclists to position ahead of traffic.
Equestrian Crossings are for horse riders to cross. Signal controlled crossings which have no flashing amber phase will have the same cycle and rules that apply at traffic lights.
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