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Country/Rural roads
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Picture this…
It’s a nice sunny day and you’re wending your way through country lanes, enjoying the countryside. No traffic crowding you, no horns, just the rustling of trees and the odd rabbit. While this might be most people’s idea of a lovely country drive, the reality – in terms of road safety – is different. 60% of road fatalities (that figure includes motorways!) occur on rural roads, with 3 people a day dying. 
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What is round the bend ???
· When the road is quiet some drivers feel like they can take risks with speed. 
· If you accelerate into what turns out to be a sharp bend, with no way of knowing what’s around the corner, it doesn’t take a genius to work out what might happen.
· Rural routes often have sharp bends poor visibility and they’re quite well used. 
Hazards and anticipation
· pedestrians, 
· hikers, 
· horse riders, 
· motorcyclists, 
· cyclists 
· slow-moving farm/wide vehicles, 
Slow down, take your time, and expect the unexpected! 
Braking
Brake before a corner not on/in it.
Appropriate speeds
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· Many are classified as national speed limit (60 mph) This does not mean that it’s safe to drive at that speed. 60 mph is a maximum limit - not a target. You should just drive at a speed that’s right for the road in front of you and your skill level.
· Take into account how far you can see and be aware of the road surface. 
· With councils facing tight budgets, less well used routes can be in poor condition, eg: potholes, crumbling edges, poor surfaces, faded road markings.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Time of the year.
VISION : You’ll be able to see further ahead at certain times of the year than at others. In spring and summer, verges/hedges grow, always make sure you’re able to stop in the distance that you can see to be clear.
ANTICIPATION : Look out for clues: freshly mown grass verges, expect to find a mowing machine ahead. Mud could indicate a tractor using the road. And cattle, sheep and horses leave signs that they’ve been using the road recently!
Lane positioning
· Some rural roads will not have any markings to indicate where the centre of the road is. 
· You will need to be particularly careful when ensuring you stick to the left hand side of the road. 
· Bear in mind that large vehicles, like tractors or lorries, may be coming in the opposite direction, and that you’ll need to be prepared to slow down and possibly stop should you come across one coming the other way.
Night Driving
· Driving on rural roads at night opens up more challenges. It’s likely that there won’t be any street lights, so you’ll have to rely on your dipped and full beam lights to illuminate the road ahead.
· Make sure you adjust your speed appropriately for the conditions, remembering that you should be able to stop in the space that you can see. 
· There will also be more animals around when driving on rural roads at night, so you will also have to be prepared in case an animal runs into the road in front of you.
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#RuralRoadsnotRacetracks





