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ROUNDABOUTS
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Dealing with Roundabouts can be boiled down to dealing with 3 main things:
 
1 - Approaching (using the MSM hazard routine and going slowly enough)
 
2 - Getting on (using POM routine and looking for gaps not cars)
 
3 - Getting around and off (using lane discipline AND awareness of other road users) 


Skills you use to deal with roundabouts:
 
1- Anticipation 
2- Awareness 
3- Planning 
4- Judgement 
5- Car control

So, what do you already know about roundabouts? 
What else do you need to know? 
What lane should you use on approach?
What signal should you use: for turning left, going straight on, and right.
What even is ‘straight on’ for that matter? (See the clock face image for a clue)
Mini roundabouts and smaller roundabouts are designed for traffic calming as they are often found at closed junctions. 
Larger roundabouts are designed to keep the traffic flowing and are usually found at open junctions. 
We give priority to traffic coming from the right. 
We can approach a roundabout using the same routines we would use for open and closed junctions. 
We need to know where we are going to enable us to be in the correct position/lane. 
We need to know how to deal with a roundabout safely due to the fast-moving environment. 

So how? 

· By scanning ahead into the far, middle and near distance, using funnel vision to identify the roundabout. 
· Looking for signs, information boards, road markings.
· You may also recognise the roundabout from other visual clues such as trees in the middle of the road. 
· Using the MSM(PSL) routine on approach.

Notice on the green information board, the road to Leeds (second exit) is a major road, which continues from the road we are approaching on. So, if we were approaching on a dual carriageway, it will be the same on the other side. The other roads are smaller - shown by the thickness of the lines on the diagram.

On approach: 

P.O.M. - PREPARE the car by slowing down and selecting the gear we need. 
Sometimes we can keep going in that gear (usually 2nd) if the roundabout is clear. 
Sometimes we have to slow down even more (and possibly even stop – which is best avoided though) and wait for a gap in which case we would select 1st gear and crawl towards the ‘give way’ line whilst we OBSERVE. 
The goal is that our feet are ‘prepared’ so all we have to do is squeeze the gas to MOVE when the gap comes.
Handbrake is best avoided as it is far better to use clutch bite/control for a quicker get away.

This diagram (below) shows clear road markings. 
It's important that we always look at the ‘paint’ in addition to the signs and boards on approach. 
We need to get as much information as we can which helps us with our position and allows us to get our routine finished before we start looking!
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Find the gap! 

Judgement is probably the most difficult ‘skill’ for learners to form. Takes time!
One way is by crawling towards the roundabout and to look towards 12 'o' clock and 3 'o' clock and those turning right from 9 'o' clock, to see the 'blocker' (helper) coming round, who might give you time to move away. 
Look for a gap behind a vehicle - rather than in front. 
The secret of finding a gap is allowing sufficient time, being able to observe effectively and looking for ‘body language’ and position of the vehicles. 
(NB: a signal isn't a guarantee, especially on a roundabout, drivers often forget to cancel or change them when moving across to their exit)

It’s a bit like dancing the Conga! Just tag on to the back of the car in front (not literally!) and follow it round!

Lane Discipline and getting off: 

· Lanes are like the crust and the tomato of a pizza!
· Crust is usually for going left and going straight on
· Tomato is usually only when turning right 
· Pupils are often focussed on the danger heading towards them from the right so get a bit obsessed with looking only to the right. 
· They often lane wander to the right at this point.
· It's important that as soon as you are going onto the roundabout you look in the direction of travel and focus on the lanes. 
· There might well still be a car right in front of you!
· In a fast-moving environment, it's easy to focus on the wrong things. 
· Move off to the left to exit if the exit road has 2 lanes (unless you are coming off in the right lane to turn right at the next roundabout.) 
· Check the middle and left mirror at the point of passing the last exit as it's at this point that the wheels will straighten rather than continue around the bend.
· This is when we signal left to exit.
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